HEAVEN


I Peter 1:3-5 (NKJV)


1 Peter 1:3-5   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 








INTRODUCTION:


A.	Without the doctrine of HEAVEN, the Christian possesses no lasting hope in this life. It is the arch of all Christian goals and doctrine. Yet, we know so little about this wonderful place called HEAVEN.


B.	In Revelation chapter twenty-one, John begins the vision of the New Heaven, which reveals to the Christian their greatest hope and aspirations. John attempts to describe this wonderful place in words of this life, yet, he can only wet our desire for that place. No words can adequately describe this most spiritual of spiritual places.


1.	Christ promised that his faithful servants should “enter into the joy” of their Lord at His coming (cf. Matt. 25:23).


2.	Paul encouraged the Philippians by saying that their “citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20).


3.	Peter wrote: “we ... look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.” (2 Peter 3:13).


4.	James speaks about “heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?” (James 2:5).


5.	John speaks of that day: 


1 John 3:2   “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”


C.	What does the Bible say concerning Heaven? Where is Heaven? What will Heaven be like? We hope to shed some light upon this interesting subject.








I	WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES REVEAL ABOUT HEAVEN?


A.	The doctrine of Heaven is revealed throughout the scriptures.


1.	In our English New Testaments, the word heaven appears 261 times in twenty of its books.


2.	Matthew quoted the words of Jesus, and He mentioned the word heaven 70 times in this gospel record.


3.	John uses this word, heaven, 83 times in all of his writings.


B.	Other words are used to describe this wonderful place.


1.	Jesus speaks of “everlasting habitations” in Luke 16:9.


2.	It is a place prepared:


Matthew 25:34   “Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:”


3.	Peter calls this place the “everlasting kingdom” (2 Peter 1:11).


4.	Paul speaks of this place in 1 Corinthians chapter fifteen as the place where there will be “incorruption” and “immortality.”


5.	Paul spoke of heaven when he penned the following words:


2 Corinthians 5:1-2   For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven.


6.	Christ spoke of heaven in the sense of a great mansion.


John 14:2-3   “In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”


C.	The Old Testament reveals the same basic concept of Heaven. It refers to this place as the reward for the righteous. It talks about this place in eternal terms. One passage that sums up the Old Testament concept of Heaven is by David.


Psalm 23:6   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.


D.	We cannot fully comprehend Christ without understanding His relationship to Heaven. (The following comes from Coffman's commentary on Revelation, page 489).


In heaven he was from the beginning.


From heaven he came.


Of heaven he spoke.


To heaven he pointed the way.


From heaven angels announced his birth.


From heaven angels ministered to him in Gethsemane and in the wilderness.


From heaven angels came to announce his resurrection.


From heaven the voice of God declared him to be the Son of God.


From heaven angels came to escort him to glory.


To heaven he ascended.


From heaven the angels announced his second coming.


In heaven he sits at the right hand of the Majesty on High.


In heaven he reigns till all enemies shall be put under foot.


In heaven he intercedes for Christians.


From heaven he will come again to raise the dead and summon all who ever lived to the judgment of the Great White Throne.








II	HEAVEN WILL FULFILL MAN'S MOST URGENT NEED


A.	Man was not made to dwell in the flesh eternally. Our flesh is only for a few days. Life is uncertain, and death is a surety.


1.	Job speaks of the quickness of man's life.


Job 14:1-2   “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue.”


2.	James warns Christians of the shortness of life.


James 4:14   Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 


3.	Even man knows the swiftness of life. Shakespere once wrote that life is like an actor. They enter on stage left, play their part, then exit on stage right, never to appear again.


4.	It is a fact, man's days are few upon this earth. Death comes to all of us. Death knows no age, yet will know each one of us one day.


B.	We may feel that we are going to live forever. One day, the reality of our own mortality will come. Many have attempted to find the fountain of youth, and have failed. People will do almost anything to stop the aging process - but they fail. Death will come to one and all. We cannot live in the flesh forever.


C.	Heaven provides the greatest hope for the dead in Christ. Without this hope, there is no hope.


1.	Paul spoke of this hope that we possess:


1 Thessalonians 4:13   But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.


2.	Those who reject this grand hope are committing spiritual suicide. Without heaven as our hope, we only have hell to look forward to.


3.	To reject the hope of heaven is to lower oneself to the state of some dog, worm or other animal. When they die, this is the end of their existence. Yet, as humans, there is no end to our existence. There was a time that you did not exist, yet from the time you possessed a soul, there never will be a time you shall cease to exist.


4.	The following appeared in “The Light,” vol. 13, No. 9, Sept. 82.


Not Afraid To Die


Just before the famous Campbell-Owen debate, Mr. Owen visited Mr. Campbell at Bethany to arrange for the discussion, and one evening when the two were strolling together over the farm they came to the family burying ground, and Mr. Owen paused and said, “There is one advantage I have over the Christian - I am not afraid to die; and if some few items of my business were settled, I would be perfectly willing to die at any moment.” Mr. Campbell replied, “You say you have no fear in death; have you any hope in death?” After a solemn pause, Mr. Owen answered, “No.” “Then,” continued Mr. Campbell, pointing to an ox standing in the shade, whisking off flies, “you are on the level with that brute. He has fed until he is satisfied, and there he stands in the shade, and has neither fear nor hope in death.” Mr. Owen made no attempt to answer.


5.	Paul put this concept into its proper perspective:


1 Corinthians 15:19   If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.


6.	Least we forget, the lost, outside of Christ, are condemned to an eternity of damnation.





III	WHERE IS HEAVEN?


A.	This is, perhaps, the greatest philosophical question that mankind has attempted to answer by their own imagination and wisdom. Man alone cannot resolve the answer to this great question. We must learn about its where abouts from the scriptures.


B.	The word “heaven” is translated from the Hebrew word “shamayim” and the Greek word “ouranos.”


1.	The Hebrew word “shamayim” literally means “the heights.” (Wilbur M. Smith, “Biblical Doctrine of Heaven”, p. 27), or the sky according to other sources.


2.	The Greek word “ouranos” means “that which is raised up” (Smith, ibid., p. 28-29)


3.	All the definitions refer to the position of the earth, therefore, “that which is above.” Regardless of where you might be on this earth, if you point upward, or toward heaven, you will always be pointing away from the earth. We can understand that heaven cannot be found on or in this world.


C.	The way that the word “heaven” is used in scriptures can refer to three different realms:


1.	The atmospheric heavens which are immediately above us, in which we live and move.


2.	The stellar heavens, which ultimately must include the entire created universe.


3.	The heaven of the heavens, or the abode of God.


IV	THE THREE HEAVENS - WHERE IS OUR HOPE?


A.	Because the words for heaven can refer to three particular areas, which one of them is the place where our hope resides?


B.	The FIRST HEAVEN is known as the “aerial” heaven. This is what we call our atmosphere, the air that we breathe. Without this heaven, we could not exist upon this earth.


1.	Our atmosphere, or the first heaven, is divided into five stratas: Troposphere (about twenty miles upward, where the clouds are); Stratosphere (from twenty to thirty miles upward); Mesosphere (from thirty to fifty miles upwards); Ionosphere (from fifty miles to three hundred miles); and the Exosphere (which ranges from 200 miles to as high as 20,000 miles).


2.	This heaven was called “the firmament of heaven.” (Gen. 1:6-8). The Hebrews considered the firmament the support of the waters above. This is true of our atmosphere, for it contains water.


3.	This is the heaven where birds fly.


Genesis 1:20     Then God said, “... let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” 


4.	Throughout the scriptures, all natural occurring phenomenon are described as occurring in the heavens. Such as snow, storms, lightenings, etc.


5.	Is this the heaven where we possess our hope? No! This heaven will not remain for eternity.


Revelation 20:11   Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 


2 Peter 3:12   Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 


This has to refer to the atmospheric heaven, because it contains oxygen and water. Our atmosphere can burn, and there is no atmosphere in space (the second heaven).


C.	The SECOND HEAVEN is known as the “sidereal heaven.” This is were the moon, stars and the sun exist. We call this heaven “space.”


1.	Many scriptures bear witness that this heaven is where the stars abide.


2.	On the fourth day of creation, God created the heavenly bodies that occupy this second heaven.


Genesis 1:14-19     Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also. 17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 So the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 


3.	How vast is this second heaven? We could quote many facts and figures to describe the physical universe, but we would only be using figures that our minds cannot comprehend. The universe is immeasurable.


4.	A fact that we often fail to realize is that Christ holds all of this together.


Hebrews 1:3   ... and upholding all things by the word of His power, ...


5.	Although this second heaven is so vast, it is not the heaven of our hope. It too shall pass away.


Revelation 6:13   And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 


2 Peter 3:10   But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 


6.	With this second heaven being removed, we cannot look towards space for our hope.


D.	The THIRD HEAVEN where God abides.


Psalm 11:4     The LORD is in His holy temple, The LORD's throne is in heaven; 


1.	This is also called “the heaven of the heavens” (Deut. 10:14).


2.	Isaiah also describes the abode of God:


Isaiah 63:15   Look down from heaven, And see from Your habitation, holy and glorious.


3.	This is where Christ ascended.


a.	Far above the highest heaven, or the universe. Yes, beyond anything physical.


Ephesians 4:10   He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.


b.	God raised up Christ to sit on His right hand.


Ephesians 1:20   Which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 


Hebrews 4:14   Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 


c.	Christ went up above the first heaven, past the second heaven into the heaven of the heavens. The abode of God.


Hebrews 9:24   For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 


4.	This is the final resting place for the righteous of all ages.


a.	This is the place of our hope.


Colossians 1:5   Because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 


b.	This is the place of our inheritance.


1 Peter 1:4   To an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 


c.	At the second coming of Christ, this is the place where the saints will go.


Hebrews 9:28   So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 


1 Thessalonians 4:16-17   For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 


5.	Paul was caught up to the third heaven, but not into that heaven.


2 Corinthians 12:2-4   I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago -- whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows -- such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man -- whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows -- 4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 


a.	Paul was stoned to death at Lystra. During this experience he was caught up to the edge of the third heaven. He did not go into that third heaven. The preposition means to the edge of, but not into.


b.	Paul, however, was caught up into a place called Paradise. This is not heaven, but the place for departed righteous spirits. They wait here until the judgment day. It is the place Christ went when He died.


Luke 23:43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 








V	WHAT WILL BE IN HEAVEN?


A.	Often, people will not possess a desire for something unless they know what is there. Knowing that something of value is there, people will possess a greater desire for that place. Heaven is no different. If we can learn who and what is in heaven, then we can possess a greater desire for that place.


B.	First, God is in Heaven. This is the place of His throne.


Psalm 103:19   The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all.


Isaiah 66:1   Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where is the place of My rest?


C.	Christ will be in Heaven. At the end of time, Christ will return all things back to the Father who gave it to Him.


1 Corinthians 15:28   Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.


D.	Heaven is where true treasures can be found. Our treasures that we have laid aside for eternity.


Matthew 6:20   “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”


E.	Heaven is where our eternal, or new bodies will come from.


2 Corinthians 5:1-3   For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 


Philippians 3:20-21   For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 


F.	In Heaven will be the BOOK OF LIFE.


Philippians 4:3   And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.


Luke 10:20   “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” 


G.	Even though we have all these wonderful things that will be in heaven, still, for some there will be a greater desire. It will be very personal.


1.	When I was young, and would hear preachers talk about heaven, I would close my eyes very tight and try to imagine what heaven would be like. I would see in my mind bright colored lights and beautiful images. Still, this was not enough for me to long for that place


2.	When I grew older, I began to envision heaven as a place of white washed buildings and angels flying about everywhere.


�
3.	When I grew older, however, I had an experience that began, for me, the burning desire for heaven. I was fourteen. I had just obeyed the gospel. My best friend, who was twelve, was killed in a traffic accident. I witnessed the accident and his death. I grieved a long time over this event in my life. Then, one day, I realized that if he were righteous, that one day, in heaven, he would be there.


4.	As I have gotten older, and have witnessed many of the faithful die in the Lord, heaven has begun to take on a different perspective. I see heaven for all its glory and for those who shall reside there. It will be for the Christian one of the greatest home comings.


5.	“Oh think of the home over there, by the side of the river of light, Where the saints all immortal and fair are robed in their garments of white.”








VI	HEAVEN VIEWED FROM ITS GREATER DIMENSIONS


A.	We have only been able to describe a portion of what heaven is and what it might be like. Yet, our human language is too feeble to really describe this wonderful place. John attempted to describe heaven in Revelation chapters 20-21. From his description, we can learn more about this place called HEAVEN.


B.	First, John describes heaven as the New Jerusalem. He describes it from a distance. All of his physical descriptions can only present pictures of what the true spiritual thing might be.


1.	The New Jerusalem sits upon a platform of twelve foundations of precious stones. These stones are often called birth stones. They represent the foundation of the Apostles - the truth.


2.	Rising from the foundation are walls of jasper. Each wall has three gates, or twelve gates in all. Each gate is carved out of one large pearl.


3.	The city lies four square, that is, it has the same length, height and breath. It is 12,000 furlongs long, wide and high. This is about 1,500 miles in each direction.


a.	This is an area on the foundation of 8.4 times the land area of Texas.


b.	Its area, allowing one-tenth of a mile for each level, or 15,000 levels, the floor space would be 33.75 Billion square miles. This is several times the land area of the whole world.


c.	Yes, there will be room in heaven for all. There will be room for you.


C.	John then describes the interior of this great city.


1.	Heaven is a place where God shall wipe away all of our tears. No tears will be found in this city.


2.	Heaven will be a place where there will be no more sorrow, pain or death. We cannot even begin to imagine such a place!


3.	Heaven will be a place where there will be no night. God is the light, and this light shines for all eternity.


4.	There will be a street made of gold. A river runs through this city, and it is called the river of life. On its banks are trees, or the tree of life always bearing its fruit.


D.	Yes, heaven will be HOMECOMING for the saint.








CONCLUSION:


A.	Now that we know more about this place called heaven, do you not want to live your life so that you can call this place home? If so, then obey the gospel and remain faithful to God.


B.	Knowing what Heaven is like, why would you want to go any where else?
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