SIN LIKE UNTO ADAM’S


Romans 5:12 & 14


Romans 5:12   “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”


Romans 5:14   “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”








INTRODUCTION:


A.	We all must die! This is a reality that each of us must face. The fact that we must face death is due to sin. This does not mean that we must sin before we can die, rather that death was a result of Adam’s sin. Even Christ, who was sinless had to die, because he was a man.


B.	Adam’s sin is not possessed by all, rather it is the result of Adam’s sin, or its consequences that is possessed by all of Adam’s race. Although we do not sin like Adam, we must all face the reality of death - our own death.


C.	Because sin is the cause of death, we must learn just what sin really is and how it occurs. In short, all sin is like unto Adam’s, for all sin has a pattern or progression to its nature. Sin is that which is against God.








I	WHAT IS SIN?


A.	The scriptures clearly teach that sin is the transgression of God’s laws.


1 John 3:4   “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”


B.	An act that is called sin does not have to be repulsive before it is considered sinful.


1.	Too often we feel that sin occurs only when something is repugnant to normal moral actions.


2.	Some feel that there is something called a little sin, and then big sins. Their idea is the same as saying that a little white lie is OK, but a big black lie is terrible.


3.	However, SIN is the same if it is small or large. Sin is any violation of God’s law.


C.	A deed or action is not considered a sinful act until it is actually committed.


James 1:14-15   “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”


LAW  LUST  TEMPTED  ENTICED  CONCEIVED  SIN  DEATH


1.	There cannot be any sin where there is no law violated. There must first be a LAW.


2.	Lust is not a sin. Lust is simply the desire for something. As we have come to know this word, it is usually associated with something which is against law.


3.	Temptation or being tempted is not a sin. The word “tempted” means “to be put to the test or to try.” We all are tempted in various ways. But we cannot be tempted with something that we do not possess a desire for.


a.	I am not tempted to drink alcoholic beverages because I do not possess any desire for them. Therefore, if someone offered me a beer, I would not be tempted to drink.


b.	I do, however, have desires that could lead to a sinful act. If such things were placed before me, then I would be faced with a temptation. I would be put to the test.


c.	Christ was tempted, but he did not yield to the temptation, therefore being tempted is not a sin.


Hebrews 4:15   “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”


d.	God has promised that when we are tempted, that we do not have to yield to that temptation.


1 Corinthians 10:13   “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”


4.	To be Enticed is not a sin. The word for “enticed” means “to take in tow, or drag away.” Whenever we are tempted by that which we desire (lust after), and it is contrary to one of God’s laws, then we can be dragged away from our stance of resistance. To be enticed is to be lured closer to doing that which is wrong.


5.	Conceived is the actual birth of the sin. We have done that which we were tempted to do.


6.	When it is finished, or runs it course, then death is the result. We are speaking of spiritual death.


D.	We do not actually have to commit the sin physically to be guilty of violation of God’s law.


Matthew 5:28   “But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.”


E.	There are three things that happen when sin occurs.


1.	We have the sin itself. The act or action of the sin.


2.	The consequences of the act of sin. In some cases the consequences can not be reversed. For example: murder, rape or such like.


3.	The punishment for the sin. There can be present day punishment as well as eternal punishment.


F.	We can obtain forgiveness for any sin. But, there are certain sins which we cannot reverse the consequences.








II	A LOOK AT THE FIRST SIN


A.	Before we can fully understand sin, we must examine the first recorded sin. By doing so, we can better understand how sin occurs. If we know the signs and steps towards sin, then we can better recognize it and learn to avoid sin.


B.	The first recorded sin is that of Adam and Eve. We have this recorded for our learning in Gen. chapters 2 & 3.


C.	As we have already learned, before there can be sin, there first must be a LAW.


Genesis 2:16-17   “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”


1.	This was not a complicated law. It was simple and easy to understand. We understand from the scriptures that our first family understood this law.


2.	When this law was given to man, he knew nothing about sin or its consequences. Man did not know about death. Therefore, man being innocent, simply obeyed God’s commands.


D.	This LAW had three parts. We can determine that there were actually three things forbidden. We see this when Eve answers the serpent.


Genesis 3:3   “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”


1.	LOOK -- This is not mentioned in the text, but it is necessarily implied. If they had never looked upon the tree, then they would never have been tempted to do what followed.


2.	TOUCH -- “neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” Eve’s conclusion was that they were to not even touch the tree. If they did, then there existed a chance of their dying. Not that touching it would cause their death, but it could lead to their eating the fruit, which would cause their death.


3.	TASTE -- “Ye shall not eat of it ...”. This is the actual eating of the fruit, which God specified that they were not to do. This was the actual violation of God’s law. This was the SIN. There were consequences for their sin and punishment for their sin. Death would follow.


E.	Adam and Eve both committed all three of these acts:


Genesis 3:4-7   “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.”


1.	The serpent changed only one word of God’s law. Notice, the serpent had to explain to Eve the advantages of changing God’s law. He had to comment upon the change. Today, religious leaders have changed God’s Word by small portions, but they have had to write volumes to explain or do a commentary to explain the reasons for their changes.


2.	“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food.” This was the first step towards sin. As far as we know, this was the first time she had set eyes upon this tree and its fruit. She probably reasoned:


“It’s fruit is no different looking than other fruit, therefore it must be good for food.”


3.	“... and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,”. Eve now is being tempted by the tree’s fruit, and being enticed to eat of the fruit. She is being drawn closer and closer to the fruit.


4.	“... she took of the fruit thereof”. Now she has done the second action towards sin. She is handling the fruit.


a.	With this fruit in her hand, we can visualize her bringing it ever closer to her lips. The temptation is getting stronger and stronger.


b.	We cannot handle that which is wrong for long without being affected by it.


5.	“... and did eat.” She ate of the fruit. The act of sin has now been committed.


6.	Sin is never alone. Sin always affects others. “... and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”


7.	They both realized that they had broken the law of God, or sinned. They realized that they were naked before God, therefore they attempted to hide or cover their sin in their own way.


F.	The result of that SIN.


Genesis 3:19   “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”


1.	Because of their sin they would have to die. They did not die right then because of the mercy of God. But in time they both died.


Genesis 5:5   “And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died.”


�
2.	God was not pleased with their attempt to hide or cover their sin.


Genesis 3:21   “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.”


a.	In this act, it is assumed, that Adam and Eve saw a small cost of their sin. An animal had to give its life to cover their sin.


b.	The pattern was establish by God of how sin would be covered. It would take Blood, and especially the blood of His only begotten Son.


G.	From this one act of sin, all mankind must face the result or consequence of this first sin.


Romans 5:12   “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”


Romans 5:14   “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”








III	EVERY SIN COMMITTED TODAY FOLLOWS THIS SAME PATTERN


A.	Every sin committed today follows this same pattern, or we all sin like unto Adam. We are not saying that there is such a thing as inherited sin. Such a doctrine is contrary to the scriptures.


Ezekiel 18:19-20   “Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely live. 20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”


B.	The pattern of sin is always the same. John describes it by different words, but it is the same.


1 John 2:16   “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”


1.	LUST OF THE FLESH: This is all sensual desires that are contrary to God and His word.


2.	LUST OF THE EYES: If our eyes would not behold that which we desire, that is wrong, then we would never be tempted to engage in those things.


a.	Eve -- if she had not looked upon the tree, she would not have desired the fruit.


b.	Achan -- if he had not seen the goodly items in Jericho, then he would not have lost his life.


c.	David -- if he had not looked upon a Bathsheba, he would not have committed adultery.


3.	PRIDE OF LIFE: Vain glory, pride, and self seeking. This is the accomplishment of the act itself.


C.	James gives us a picture of this progress and the way that we can avoid this conflict.


James 4:1-10   “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”


IV	THERE IS HOPE WHEN WE SIN - THE HOPE WE HAVE IN CHRIST


A.	As we have already indicated, Christ was tempted in all points like we have, yet He did not commit sin. In this He is our faithful High Priest. He understands.


B.	Through Christ we have provided the way to life eternal.


Romans 5:19   “For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.”


C.	Christ overcame His temptations, and He did not sin. We can read of this in Matt. 4:1-11.


1.	In this experience, Christ shows us the way to overcome our own temptations.


2.	Christ had the five books of the LAW to use, but He only needed the book of Deuteronomy. David had five stones when he went against God’s enemy, yet he defeated him with only one stone.


3.	Christ was the perfect sacrifice for our sins.


D.	Christ was our example:


1 Peter 2:21-25   “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.”


E.	Only through the Blood of Christ can we be saved from our sins.


1.	We only have our REDEMPTION through Christ and His shed blood.


Ephesians 1:7  “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;”


2.	We are washed of our sins in the BLOOD OF CHRIST.


Revelation 1:5  “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,”


3.	By our Faith in the shed Blood of Christ, we obtain JUSTIFICATION through Christ.


Romans 3:23-25  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;”


4.	We put off the BODY OF SINS by the Blood of Christ through baptism.


Colossians 2:11-13   “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;”


5.	We are set free from our sins when we are baptized into Christ.


Romans 6:16-18   “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”


Romans 6:3-5   “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:”








CONCLUSION:


A.	God will not tempt us to sin (James 1:13). We can blame no one for our sins but ourselves.


B.	Knowing how sin comes into our lives, we can learn to avoid those things which tempt us. We also know that we do not have to sin.


C.	We can obtain forgiveness of our sins when we obey the gospel of Christ.
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