WHAT THINK YE OF JESUS?


Matthew 16:12-20 (NKJV)


Matthew 16:13-20   When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 








INTRODUCTION:


A.	These verses mean a lot of things to different people. Many sermons have been formed from the teaching found within these verses. It is our purpose, in this lesson, to learn what we really think of Jesus Christ. When we possess a proper understanding of just who and what Jesus Christ really is, then we have come closer to understanding the true purpose of Jesus’ life.


B.	Jesus had been preaching for about three years when the events of these verses occurred. Usually, within this time period, individuals would have formed some opinion concerning who you are, what you are, and why you seem to be what you are.


1.	To learn what affect His preaching had on those who hear Him, the Lord asked the following question:


"Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?"


2.	The disciples replied: Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."


C.	Jesus now turns to His Apostles and asked them: "But who do you say that I am?" 


1.	Jesus was not as interested in what the crowds though of Him as He was His own disciples. They had been the closest to Him.


2.	Jesus, today, is not as interested in what we say about what the masses think of Him as He does in what we think of Him.


3.	In reality, in the final day, it all depends upon what YOU THINK OF JESUS!


D.	In our lesson we shall present several things for you to consider regarding Jesus Christ. It is our hope, that when we have concluded our lesson, that you will be better able to answer this question: WHAT THINK YE OF JESUS?








�
I	DO YOU THINK OF JESUS AS THE POWER OF CREATION?


A.	Have you every taken time to consider Jesus Christ in the light of the creation? Did He have a part in the creation? Do you consider Jesus’ role in the creation?


B.	First, we must realize that Jesus Christ was with God in the beginning.


1.	Jesus existed before the creation, and is not a created being.


John 17:5   “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” 


2.	Without Jesus Christ, there would not have been a creation! Jesus was the power in the creation. In the first verse of the Bible we learn this fact. The name for God is Elohim, or the plural name for God. This included the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.


Genesis 1:1   In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 


Genesis 1:26-27   Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 


B.	Jesus was the WORD that God used to create all things:


1.	John tells us this in the beginning of his Gospel record.


John 1:1-3   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 


a.	This passage is almost like that of Gen. 1:1, except where we have “God” we now have the “Word.” This word was Jesus Christ.


b.	God used Jesus Christ as the power of the creation. God spoke the word, and the word was accomplished.


2.	God created all things through and by Jesus Christ.


Ephesians 3:9   And to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ. 


C.	Jesus Christ is the power by which all things continue to exist. Without the power or word, which is Jesus Christ, nothing could continue to exist.


Hebrews 1:2-3   Has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 


1.	From this text, it is evident that God used the power of Jesus Christ to carry out His will. By Jesus Christ, God created the framework of time (what the word “world” means in Greek).


2.	The key to this verse is: UPHOLDING ALL THINGS BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER.


a.	We cannot fully grasp the weight of this statement. It is far beyond our own senses to comprehend.


b.	It is by the WORD, or Jesus Christ, that all things continue to exist as they do. This is the glue that holds everything together.


c.	Albert Einstein, who was raised a Jew, believed that the universe was held together by a cohesive bond. His theories resulted in a simple equation: E=MC2. 


d.	Modern science fiction has used this concept in writing novels.


e.	Just what is the magnanimity of the power of Jesus Christ in upholding all things by the word of His power?


(1)	Consider our Solar System, it takes 660 light minutes to cross our solar system. Our Galaxy is 100,000 light years in diameter, or a ration of 72,000,000/1.


(2)	To illustrate, take a quarter to represent our Solar System. Assume that the center of the quarter is the Sun. If you draw an imaginary line 1,136 miles, then this would represent the diameter of our Galaxy.


(3)	Science says that our Galaxy is only one out of one billion others.


3.	Knowing this, how can anyone curse the name of Jesus?


D.	Knowing this, what do you think of Jesus?








II	DO YOU THINK OF JESUS AS THE ONLY SON OF GOD?


A.	Almost all cultures possess stories about a son of god coming down from heaven. There are similarities in these stories, yet, there can only be one true SON OF GOD.


1.	The Old Testament scriptures teach of only one Son of God, that was to be the Christ (Messiah).


2.	According to Daniel’s seventy weeks (chapter 9), this could only be Jesus Christ.


3.	Jesus Christ was the only one to be declared the true Son of God.


Hebrews 1:4-5   Having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"? And again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son"? 


B.	Many verses declare the fact of the Sonship of Jesus Christ.


John 3:16   "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 


Matthew 16:16   Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 


Mark 1:1   The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 


C.	God, the Father, declared Jesus to be His Son.


1.	At the baptism of Jesus Christ:


Matthew 3:17   And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 


2.	At the mount of Transfiguration:


Matthew 17:5   While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" 


3.	In the last week of our Lord’s life, an interesting event occurred.


a.	Certain Greeks, who had come to the feast, came to Philip and desired to see Jesus. Philip tells Andrew, and together they approach Jesus regarding this.


John 12:20-22   Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast. 21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 


b.	Jesus replies to their request in an odd fashion:


John 12:23-27   But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 27 Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.” 


c.	Then the voice of God comes:


John 12:28   "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." 


d.	Those who heard this voice responded:


John 12:29-30   Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, "An angel has spoken to Him." 30 Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake.” 


D.	The witness of the Roman Centurion:


Mark 15:39   So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, "Truly this Man was the Son of God!" 


E.	Knowing this, what does this mean to you?








III	DO YOU THINK OF JESUS AS A MAN?


A.	Jesus was prophesied to be a man. There are many, many passages in the Old Testament that teach this fact. We shall only look at two, and their New Testament fulfillment.


1.	The root of Jesse, or the Son of David.


Isaiah 11:10   "And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious." 


Matthew 1:1   The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 


2.	Born of a Virgin:


Isaiah 7:14   "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 


Matthew 1:23   "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." 


�
B.	The New Testament witnesses to the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ.


1.	Jesus was born of a woman -- thus human.


Galatians 4:4-5   But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 


2.	Paul takes a lot of time in Hebrews to show the humanity of Jesus Christ.


Hebrews 2:9   But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 


Hebrews 2:14-18   Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 


C.	Jesus possessed the same emotions and feelings that you possess. Being human, He was also divine.


1.	All too often, we elevate our Lord so far above us, that we fail to realize that He knows and understands our weaknesses. Jesus has experienced all that we have.


2.	Jesus was tempted as we are -- yet without sin.


a.	In Matthew 4:1-11, we have three temptations of Christ. In each, He appealed to the scriptures for support and victory over Satan.


b.	Christ was tempted, yet without sin:


Hebrews 4:15   For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 


c.	Christ, knowing our weaknesses, offers us hope.


1 Corinthians 10:13   No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 


3.	Jesus understands grief and sorrow over death.


a.	The shortest verse in the New Testament:


John 11:35 Jesus wept. 


b.	Jesus knows the sorrow of the loss of a loved one. Have you ever wondered why Joseph is not mentioned in the life of our Lord after the age of twelve? Perhaps it was because his earthly father died sometime between the age of twelve and thirty. He knows the sorrow of the loss of a loved one. Know this, Jesus can have compassion for us.


4.	Jesus understands the problems of family life.


Matthew 12:46   While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 


5.	We can go to Jesus Christ for the greatest need and understanding, and that is in our own deaths.


a.	We all must die some day.


Hebrews 9:27   And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment. 


b.	Christ has died and knows the pain of death. He not only died, but rose again from death to die no more. By His experience, we can go to Him for help.


c.	Jesus, like us, did not want to die.


Matthew 26:39   He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 


d.	Example of my father-in-law, Rayburn Sifford: “Jesus did not want to die, but he had to. I do not want to die, but I must. With Christ’s help, I know I can face death.”


D.	Knowing that Jesus was human, what does this mean to you?








IV	DO YOU THINK OF JESUS AS YOUR OWN PERSONAL SAVIOR?


A.	We realize what the world means by this statement, however, have you ever really considered that Jesus Christ is YOUR SAVIOR?


B.	Jesus was the LAMB OF GOD. He was the sacrifice for your sins.


John 1:29   The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 


Revelation 13:8   All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 


C.	We cannot comprehend the true meaning of Jesus being the Lamb of God, sacrificed for our sins. Think of this:


a.	When was the last time that you had to go and offer up an innocent animal in sacrifice for your sins?


b.	When was the last time that you had to watch the blood and life of an innocent animal given up because you transgressed one of God’s commandments?


D.	Jesus came to give His life for your sins. Jesus took your place in death.


Matthew 20:28   "Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 


a.	Jesus Christ gave His life as a RANSOM for your sins! We understand what a ransom means. It is the price paid to get something back that has been taken from us.


b.	Example: If someone kidnapped one of my family and they demanded a ransom for their return, I would do all that I could to pay that ransom price.


c.	The word “for” is actually the word “instead of”. Jesus offered his life instead of yours. He died in your place.


E.	Only the blood of Jesus Christ can forgive sins.


1.	The blood of Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins.


Romans 3:23-25   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed. 


(The word propitiation means to cover over or hide, so the blood of Jesus covers or hides our sins.)


2.	Redemption for our sins is only through Jesus Christ.


Ephesians 1:7   In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. 


3.	Our sins can only be cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ.


Revelation 1:5 ... To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood. 


F.	Jesus Christ can only be your savior if you obey His will.


1.	He is savior only to those who obey Him.


Hebrews 5:9   And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him. 


2.	This by the obedience to the form of doctrine:


Romans 6:16-18   Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 


Romans 6:3-5   Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection. 


G.	Knowing what you must do, what does Jesus Christ mean to you?








CONCLUSION:


A.	Now that we have presented something for you to consider about Jesus Christ, what does He really mean to you?


B. 	What do YOU THINK OF JESUS?


IS HE YOUR SAVIOR? If not, then come in obedience to Him now.


2 Corinthians 6:2 For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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