THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST


I COR. 15:1-11 (NKJV)


Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you; unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.








I	INTRODUCTION


A.	The resurrection of Christ is the central theme of the Christian religion. Our salvation rest upon this event. Paul begins this chapter by declaring that the gospel that he preached was the gospel that saved. The facts of that gospel are based upon the scriptures. 


B.	Paul presents four proofs for the resurrection.


1.	Christ died, was buried and rose again from the dead on the third day.


2.	The resurrection can be verified by the various witnesses to the resurrection.


3.	Paul could testify himself that Christ had indeed risen from the dead.


4.	The very preaching of the gospel teaches the fact of the resurrection.


C.	With this fourfold proof of the resurrection of Christ, Paul then proceeds with his explanation of the resurrection of all at the end of time. By reviewing these proofs, we too shall be better able to know for sure that Christ has indeed risen from the dead.








II	CHRIST DIED, WAS BURIED AND ROSE AGAIN THE THIRD DAY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES.


A.	It is not the purpose of this particular lesson to review the prophecies concerning the coming of Christ, rather we shall only review those that are directly related to what Paul was seeking to prove by his statements.


1.	First we shall state the prophecy concerning these facts.


2.	Then we shall review the New Testament passage or passages that reflect their fulfillment.


B.	Christ died according to the prophecies of the Scriptures:


1.	The details of Christ’s death are found in several references. We shall only review two major texts.


Isaiah 53:7, 8, 10, 12


vs. 7-8   He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.


v. 10   Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 


v. 12   Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors. 


Psalms 22:1,14-15


v. 1   My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from helping Me, And from the words of My groaning? 


vs. 14-15   I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It has melted within Me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 


2.	The writers of the Gospels show that Christ fulfilled these and all other prophecies concerning His death.


a.	Christ was silent before His accusers: 


Matthew 26:62-63   And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 


Matthew 27:12-14   And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” 14 But He answered him not one word, so that the governor marveled greatly. 


b.	Christ suffered death for our transgressions:


Hebrews 9:15   And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 


c.	Christ was delivered for our sins and offenses:


Romans 4:25   Who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 


d.	Christ was the offering for our sins:


Romans 3:25   Whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, ... 


Hebrews 10:12   But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God. 


e.	Christ was numbered with the transgressors:


Mark 15:27-28   With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. 28 So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors.” 


f.	Christ cried out to God:


Mark 15:34   And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 


g.	What is described in Psalms 22:14-15 is the physical condition of someone who is being crucified.


3.	From these few scriptures we can see some of the evidence that Paul was speaking about. This should be proof enough for those who are seeking the truth.


C.	Christ was also buried according to the scriptures.


1.	Isaiah prophesied about this event.


Isaiah 53:9   And they made His grave with the wicked -- But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 


2.	This was fulfilled by what Joseph of Arimathea did for our Lord.


Matthew 27:57-60   Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. 59 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed. 


D.	Christ was raised again from the dead on the third day.


1.	There are two principal scriptures in the Old Testament that concern this:


a.	That Christ would not remain in the grave:


Psalm 16:10   For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 


b.	The sign of Jonah:


Jonah 1:17   ... And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 


2.	Peter spoke of the fact of David’s prophecy on the day of Pentecost.


Acts 2:25-27   “For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” 


3.	The resurrection of Christ from the dead on the third day was spoken of by our Lord on several occasions.


a.	The first time that our Lord spoke this:


John 2:18-22   So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?” 19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said. 


b.	When Jesus first began to instruct the Apostles regarding His true mission.


Matthew 16:21   From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 


c.	Christ shows this as the sign of His Lordship.


Matthew 12:39-40   But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 


�
4.	The resurrection of Christ from the dead on the third day is an established fact.


a.	The witness of those who talked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus:


Luke 24:21   “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 


b.	The coming of the women on the day after the sabbath.


Mark 16:1-6   Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. 3 And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away -- for it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. 


(1)	The original word for “Sabbath” is in the plural, or referring to the ending of the Passover sabbath and the regular seventh day sabbath.


(2)	It was early in the morning, at the rising of the sun, on the first day of the week, or our Sunday.


(3)	Christ was already risen from the grave by the time these women had arrived.


5.	The preaching of Peter shows that Christ was risen.


Acts 10:40   “Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 


E.	These were facts that these brethren could investigate for their selves. The scriptures were the first source of proof for the resurrection.








II	THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST CAN BE VERIFIED BY THE VARIOUS WITNESSES TO THE RESURRECTION


A.	In our text, Paul list the witnesses:


He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.


B.	There are several scriptures that show the witnesses of the resurrection:


1.	Mary Magdalene:


Mark 16:9   Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons. 


2.	The women who were returning from the tomb:


Matthew 28:9-10   And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 


3.	The Apostle Peter:


Luke 24:34   “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 


4.	To the two men on the road to Emmaus (cf. Luke 24:13-33). Christ was known to them by what he taught and in the breaking of bread. Their testimony (see previous verse) was verification of what Peter had told.


5.	Christ appeared to the Apostles, with Thomas absent:


John 20:19-24     Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” ... 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 


6.	Christ appeared a second time to the Apostles, this time with all present.


John 20:26-29   And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 


7.	To seven of the Apostles on the Lake of Tiberias (cf. John 21:1-23)


John 21:1   After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself: 


8.	There are other appearances, and from what Paul said, many were still alive at the writing of this letter. People could be contacted and verify the things that Paul was saying.








III	PAUL COULD TESTIFY HIMSELF THAT CHRIST HAD RISEN FROM THE DEAD


A.	Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. (verse 8)


B.	We have this event recorded for us in the book of Acts:


Acts 9:3-6   As he journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 


C.	Paul referred to his receiving revelation from the Lord in many instances. In this he says he was last to witness the fact of the resurrection. From the time of Paul, there would be no more revelations of Jesus in this manner. There would be no more witnesses.








IV	THE VERY PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL TEACHES THE FACT OF THE RESURRECTION


A.	Those who preached the gospel preached concerning the resurrection of Christ.


1.	Peter on the day of Pentecost:


Acts 2:31   “He, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.” 


�
2.	Paul’s preaching before Felix:


Acts 24:14-15   “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 15 I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” 


B.	It is only by the resurrection of Christ from the dead that we possess our hope.


1 Peter 1:3-5   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 


C.	The remainder of what Paul says in 1 Corinthians chapter fifteen is based upon the fact of the resurrection. Paul puts this portion of the proof in its proper perspective.


1 Corinthians 15:14   And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 








CONCLUSION:


	From this evidence, and much more, we can understand that Christ indeed has risen from the dead. Even history must recognize this fact. We, too, must recognize this fact and accept the commandments of the Lord in obedience to receive the benefits of the resurrected Christ.
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