IF CHRIST HAD NOT RESURRECTED?


1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NKJV)


Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up -- if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 








INTRODUCTION:


A.	In the first portion of this chapter, Paul shows that Christ died, was buried and rose again from the dead according to the scriptures. There were witnesses, many of whom, were still living, who could witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


B.	But, there were those who were teaching that there is no resurrection of the dead. This was a false doctrine, and one that needed to be dealt with. There were certain consequences that the Christian had to face, if there were no resurrection.


1.	Christ did not rise from the dead.


2.	What the Apostles were preaching was vain.


3.	Our faith in Christ would also be vain.


4.	The Apostles would be false witnesses of the resurrection.


5.	We would still be in our sins.


6.	Those who have already died are perished, and possess no hope.


7.	We would, then, be the most miserable people on this earth.


C.	Because Christ has risen from the dead, we do not have to face such awful considerations. What we need to learn from Paul’s statements is what would the consequences be if Christ did not rise from the dead? Knowing the answer to this question will help us to appreciate the reality of the resurrection of Christ.








I	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, THEN CHRIST DID NOT RISE FROM THE DEAD.


1 Corinthians 15:13   But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 


A.	If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ would be a false prophet.


1.	The Old Testament warns against false prophets, and how to determine if a prophet is false.


Deuteronomy 18:22   "When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” 


2.	Christ prophesied on many occasions that He would die, and then be resurrected from the dead on the third day.


John 2:18-22   So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?" 19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20 Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.


Matthew 16:21   From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 


Matthew 20:19   "And deliver Him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge and to crucify. And the third day He will rise again." 


B.	If Christ did not rise from the dead, then He is not the Son of God. It was by the resurrection that He was declared to be the Son of God!


Romans 1:4   And declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. 


C.	If Christ did not rise form the dead, then we have lost the only hope that we have.


1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 


1 Timothy 1:1   Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope. 


D.	It is by the resurrection of Christ from the dead that we also possess the hope of our own resurrection. This is the cause for our own living.


Romans 8:23-25   Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 








II	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, THE PREACHING OF THE APOSTLES IS IN VAIN


1 Corinthians 15:14  And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 


A.	The word “empty” means “vain, empty, devoid of truth.” (Thayer, p. 343).


B.	If there is no resurrection of the dead, then the whole foundation of the Apostles preaching becomes devoid of truth: empty and vain. Preaching would be the weakest thing that could be done.


1.	Yet, we know that this is not the case. The preaching of Christ and His resurrection is the most powerful message ever presented.


Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 


2.	Without the resurrection of Christ, this gospel would lose its power. It could not save anyone. Praise be to God that the preaching of the gospel still possesses the power of salvation.


C.	If there is no resurrection of Christ from the dead, then all the preaching of all the ages has become empty, useless and pure nonsense.


1.	The Holy Spirit’s revelation would be invalid.


John 16:7-13   "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” 


2.	The whole foundation of preaching would become weak and ineffective.


Ephesians 2:20   Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone. 


3.	The witness of the prophets would be false and useless.


2 Peter 1:20-21   Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 


D.	The entire scope of the preaching of the Gospel is based upon the fact of the resurrection of Christ from the dead. Without the resurrection, there is no gospel.


1 Corinthians 2:2   For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 








III	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, THEN OUR FAITH IS VAIN


Your faith is also empty. v. 14b


A.	Our faith is based upon the evidence recorded in the scriptures. We were not there to witness those events, therefore if these events did not occur, then we have no foundation for our faith.


Hebrews 11:1-3   Now faith is the substance (foundation) of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 


B.	For all those who have faith in the gospel, having not seeing Jesus Christ in the flesh, their hope which is based upon that faith would be a total loss.


1 Peter 1:7-9   That the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith -- the salvation of your souls. 


C.	Our Faith, which is based upon the Gospel, would become a useless thing and could not save anyone.


1.	Yet, it is this very gospel that saves.


Hebrews 12:1-2   Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 


2.	Without this faith, we cannot be pleasing before God.


Hebrews 11:6   But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 


D.	Without the resurrection of Christ, then all who have relied upon this faith were deceived. Their faith would have been of no value. Such would be the sad condition if Christ had not been raised from the dead.








IV	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, THE APOSTLES WERE FALSE WITNESSES


Verse 15   Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up -- if in fact the dead do not rise. 


A.	The Apostles were chosen to become witnesses of the resurrection.


John 15:16   You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you ...


Luke 24:48   And you are witnesses of these things. 


Acts 1:22   "Beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection." 


B.	The witness of the Apostles was found in their preaching. They did not preach without referring to the resurrection of Christ. (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-4; Rom. 1:4; Acts 1:1-3; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:20; Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 3:1; 1 Thess. 1:10; 2 Thess. 1:7, and many more.)


C.	The Apostles had witnessed that they had seen Christ raised from the dead. The first portion of this chapter details the witnesses (cf. 1 Cor. 15:5-8): Cephas; the Twelve; Five hundred brethren; James; All of the Apostles, and lastly Paul.


D.	What motive did they possess in teaching a lie? Could they all have been deceived? What is the worth of their witness? If Christ had not risen from the dead, then all that they did was vain and useless.








V	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, WE ARE STILL IN OUR SINS


Verse 17   And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 


A.	If there is no resurrection, then there cannot be any means for the forgiveness of sins.


B.	Forgiveness of sins comes from the shedding of the Blood of Christ and the power of the resurrection.


Hebrews 9:22   And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 


Acts 2:30-38   "Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: 'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool." ' 36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 


C.	If there is no resurrection, then we are still in our sins, and we are rejected by God.


Ezekiel 18:20   "The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.” 


Romans 6:23   For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Romans 3:23   For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 








VI	IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION, THEN THOSE WHO HAVE ALREADY DIED IN CHRIST ARE PERISHED, WITHOUT HOPE


Verse 18   Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 


A.	If there be no resurrection, then our lives of sacrifice become nothing, they have been all in vain. This sad condition is express by David:


Psalm 73:13-16   Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, And washed my hands in innocence. 14 For all day long I have been plagued, And chastened every morning. 15 If I had said, "I will speak thus," Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children. 16 When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for me -- 


B.	Christians live a life of denial and sacrifice. If Christ had not risen from the dead, then all this would be useless.


1.	We are to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice before God.


Romans 12:1-2   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 


2.	We are to be different from the world.


Titus 2:14   Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 


C.	If there is no hope of a resurrection, then we ought to live it up. There could not be any more condemnation levied upon us than what we already possess. Yet, Paul says:


1 Corinthians 15:20   But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.








VIII	BUT CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD -- THERE IS A RESURRECTION


A.	The entire chapter (1 Cor. 15) deals with the facts of the resurrection. We do have hope, because of the resurrection.


B.	Because there is a resurrection of the dead, and Christ has risen from the dead, then we can conclude:


1.	The Apostles preaching is not in vain.


a.	We must then listen to their words.


b.	We must obey the gospel.


c.	We must follow after the teachings of the Apostles.


2.	Our faith is not in vain.


a.	Our faith will save us if we keep Christ’s commandments.


b.	Our faith will give us the hope that we need to live our life.


c.	We then can be saved by our Faith.


3.	The Apostle’s witness is true -- Christ has risen from the dead.


a.	All that they spoke was by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.


b.	They are the foundation upon which the Church has been built.


c.	Their word remains as the guide for salvation.


4.	We are not in our sins if we have obeyed the gospel.


a.	Sins can be remitted when we obey the gospel message.


b.	Christ then becomes our mediator for our sins.


c.	Christ then becomes our intercessor for our sins.


5.	Those who have died in Christ possess the hope of a resurrection.


a.	They will rise at the last day to be with Christ.


b.	They possess the hope of eternal life.


c.	There is hope too for the Christians now living.


6.	We ought to be the happiest people on the Earth.


a.	Because we possess the hope of salvation.


b.	Our sacrifices and devotion to Christ are for our salvation.


c.	We know that God is forever with us, and nothing can take us out of his hands.








CONCLUSION:


Yes, Christ is risen from the dead, and we have hope in Him. The real question is: “What will you do with Christ?”
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