EPHESUS


THE CHURCH THAT LEFT ITS FIRST LOVE


Revelation 2:1-7


To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,  These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:2 I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary.4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.








I	INTRODUCTION


A.	John was commanded to send a letter to the seven churches of Asia.


Revelation 1:11   Saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and, “What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”


1.	Although John wrote individual letters to each of these churches, the message from each letter applies to all the churches. We see this by the command:


“HE WHO HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAYS TO THE CHURCHES.”


2.	From this we can see that the message sent to each of these churches is the message for the church of all ages, regardless of time or location.


B.	The Bible speaks of the Church in every aspect. Leslie G. Thomas provides an outline of how the Church is pictured in the scriptures. (“Letters To The Seven Churches In Asia”, p. vii.)


“If one should read all that the New Testament says about the church, he would find the following facts:


“The first grand division, the GOSPEL RECORDS. contains the Lord’s promise to build the church, Matt. 16:18.


“The second grand division, ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, tells of the establishment of the church, Acts 2, and how to become members of it, throughout the entire book;


“The third grand division, the EPISTLES, gives instructions regarding the work and worship of the church;


“While the fourth grand division, the BOOK OF REVELATION, contains a panoramic picture of the struggles and final triumph of the church.”


C.	If we study these seven letters to these churches, then we can learn what the Lord expects from us today. These seven churches represent to us the character of the church in every age. We see our own spiritual needs, and what can cause us to loose our spiritual light and life. We can learn what we need to do in order to maintain our spiritual life. We must learn the message presented by these letters.


D.	Each of these letters has a specific structure.


1.	The letter is addressed to the ANGEL of the individual congregation.


a.	The word “angel” simply means “messenger.”


b.	The letter is not addressed specifically to its elders, rather to each individual member of that congregation.


c.	Each member, therefore, possesses responsibility to hear and obey.


2.	A description is given of Christ. This description fits one of the unique characteristics of that individual congregation.


3.	Christ then says, “I know your works.”


a.	Christ possesses first hand knowledge of our situations.


b.	Christ knows our hearts, therefore we cannot deceive him.


4.	If the congregation possessed good qualities, then Christ would always mention them first. He would commend such qualities.


5.	If the congregation possessed bad qualities, then Christ would condemn such, and extended to those individuals an opportunity to repent.


6.	Christ then would provide a promise to those who had overcome.








II	UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS (v. 1a)


A.	To understand this letter, as with all the letters, we need to examine the historical characteristics of the city wherein the church resided.


B.	The history of the city of Ephesus:


1.	The city of Ephesus is one of the older cities of Asia. Ephesus was established about 600 AD


2.	It became a Roman city in 190 BC and took the name Ephesus.


3.	It was located near the mouth of the Cayster river, and was one of the most accessible cities either by sea or land, therefore it became a very important city.


4.	It was the city that had the temple of worship dedicated to Diana, which made it a pilgrimage city. Due to the worship of Diana, this city became wealthy.


5.	It was a free Roman city. It possessed an independent government free from Roman occupation. There were no Roman soldiers stationed in this city.


6.	It was a city of refuge. All types of criminals could seek protection around the temple of Diana. They could not be arrested within a bow shot of the temple.


7.	The city was given over to all forms of idol worship. The occult was visibly present. When Paul preached in this city, many turned from the occult and burned their books of occult and their symbols of such (cf. Acts 19).


8.	Paul laboured in this city for three years. He later sent Timothy to resolve various problems that existed within the church.


C.	Today, the city of Ephesus lies in ruins. There is no church in this city.








III	THE DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST GIVEN TO THIS CHURCH (v. 1)


These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.


A.	We find this same description of Christ presented in the first chapter.


B.	What is Christ saying about himself to this congregation?


1.	“He who holds the seven stars in his right hand” means that the church was under the protection of Christ.


John 10:28   “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”


2.	Christ is saying that He is always in the midst of the congregation.


Matthew 18:20   “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”


Hebrews 2:12   Saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.”


3.	Christ is telling us that He is our protection. Through Christ we possess spiritual life and hope. Without Him, we are nothing.








IV	WORDS OF COMMENDATION (vs. 2-3)


“I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary.”


A.	Christ possesses personal knowledge of the spiritual condition of the church. This is stated for all the churches. He also knows the circumstances under which the church labors.


1.	Christ knows these things because He is ever abiding with us.


2.	Christ knows personally, first hand, our situation. We can have confidence that He will be fair with us regarding our circumstances in life.


3.	This also implies that we cannot hide from Christ. All of our actions are known to Him. He knows our thoughts. He knows us personally.


B.	Christ knew their behavior as they labored in the city of Ephesus. He understood the difficulty that they experienced in such a wicked city.


1.	Christ knew their WORKS: this word means “general toil,” or He knew that they were active in doing God’s will.


2.	Christ knew their WORKS OF LABOR:


a.	The word for “labor” means “intense labor untied with trouble, toil.”


b.	These brethren toiled under difficult circumstances and hardships. We learn this from the book of Acts, and the general nature of this city.


c.	This also describes these brethren as working to the point of weariness, but not to the point of spiritual weariness. They just did not do the minimum required by the Lord, rather they went beyond, to the point of being physically weary as they labored for Christ.


3.	Christ knew their PATIENCE as they labored for Him.


a.	The word for “patience” means “steadfastness, constancy, endurance.”


b.	Their patience can be described by Paul’s command.


1 Corinthians 15:58   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.


c.	Christ said more about their patience in verse three. 


“And you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary”


4.	It can be said of these brethren that they were untiring in their efforts for the cause of Christ. They would not let adversity interfere with their determined goals. They were always pushing forward, even when they faced persecution and opposition.


5.	They were SOUND IN THE FAITH. They were not spiritually asleep. Their faith was solid, and they followed the commands of Christ faithfully. They were religiously right.


6.	We are prompted to ask certain questions at this point. 


Are you like these Ephesians? 


Have you personally laboured for His cause to the point of physical weariness, yet you kept going on?


Are you sound in the faith?


C.	Christ knew their discipline of Doctrine.


1.	Christ knew that they could “cannot bear those who are evil.”


a.	These brethren would not accept into fellowship those who were constantly engaged in evil.


b.	They practiced scriptural discipline according to the guidelines found in. 1 Cor. 5:9-11.


c.	When any brother or sister engaged in any evil, which was ever present in their city, they withdrew themselves from such individuals.


2 Thessalonians 3:6   But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.


2.	Christ knew that they had tried the spirits to determine where they stood scripturally.


“And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars”


a.	Unlike many, today, who will accept anyone who claims to be spiritual and an upholder of the truth, these brethren put them to the test.


b.	These brethren realized that to accept a man who was wrong spiritually meant that you also accepted his false doctrine.


2 John 9-11   Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.


c.	These brethren did not just accept any stranger into their fellowship on the mere claim that he was a preacher. They tested his doctrine to see if he was sound in the faith.


d.	If we fail to do this today, we can, and have in the past, permitted false teachers to come into our midst and plant their seeds of false doctrine. The end result would be spiritual destruction.


3.	Christ next commends them for their rejection of the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.


Revelation 2:6   “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”


a.	The Nicolaitans were professing Christians that believed that what the flesh did would not affect the spiritual condition of the soul. They were very immoral and indulged in every carnal deed, fulfilling the sensual appetites.


b.	These brethren hated such activities, but did not hate the person. 


c.	Christ also hated this practice. Today, we can find this same practice under a new identity: once in grace always in grace.


D.	As we have examined the commendation of Christ to this church, we obtain the impression that it was strong, hard working, and a spiritual congregation. Yet, as we shall see, the Lord has something against them.


V	WORDS OF CONDEMNATION (v. 4)


“Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.”


A.	They were not as they should be!


1.	But, were they not sound in their purity of Doctrine?


2.	But, were they not tirelessly laboring for the cause of Christ?


3.	But, did they not seek the things of Christ?


B.	One can be faithful in all the commandments, yet err in one point, and be found guilty of all. 


James 2:10   For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.


1.	This does not mean one sin, rather it refers to the attitude towards sin.


2.	The attitude of rebellion against one of God’s commands is the same that will cause rejection of all of His commands.


C.	They were all that Christ had said about them, but they had an attitude problem. Their attitude was what condemned them.


D.	Christ had this one thing against them: THEY HAD LEFT THEIR FIRST LOVE.


1.	As strong and faithful as these brethren were, they had the wrong attitude.


2.	The attitude that they possessed, when they first obeyed the gospel, was no longer guiding them.


a.	When we first obeyed the gospel we possessed an attitude of love and devotion. We did the commandments of Christ because we loved Christ. Love was the motivating factor in our actions.


b.	They were doing the same things as before, yet, they no longer possessed the love for those things as they had before. Their activities did not possess any life in them, they were lifeless and mechanical.


c.	They had become complacent. It was the same old thing. Whenever they did anything religiously, they did not possess any spiritual motivation in the act. It was merely doing the commands of God by habit – cold and formalistic.


3.	This same attitude exist in the church today.


a.	We may still possess soundness of faith, yet we might be offering only lip service to God. This was the attitude of the Pharisees. Our hearts are far from what we are doing.


Matthew 15:8   These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.


b.	We might labor to the point of physical exhaustion for the cause of Christ, but if there is some other motive for this than our love for Christ and lost souls, then we have laboured with the wrong attitude.


c.	We can rid ourselves of the evil around us and feel that we have done the will of God, yet if this was done with vengeance and wrath in our hearts, then we have possessed the wrong attitude.


d.	An example would be: “I showed them!” Whenever we study with someone without the intention of really saving them, but to prove them wrong, then we have this attitude.


E.	In this rebuke, our Lord desires that we remember how we felt when we first became a Christian. Recall the attitude we had toward our Lord and lost souls. By doing this we can understand what our first love really was.


1.	When you first obeyed the gospel, you possessed great love, joy, and gratitude towards the Saviour.


2.	You possessed a great love for Christ and for both sinners and saints.


3.	You possessed a hatred for sin and error, but not for the sinner. You made efforts to reform and reshape your life to conform it to that of Christ’s. 


4.	At that time you labored for Christ out of love and because you wanted to, not because you felt that you had to.


5.	You enjoyed visiting the sick, teaching the saving message of salvation, attending the services of the Lord, encouraging the spiritually weak, and seeking the restoration of the erring.


6.	You gave yourself without reservation to the service of the Lord. You would not permit anything to hinder you from that service.


F.	When we have undergone an attitude change from our first love, we have actually lost sight of Heaven. We have not forgot about hell. We tend to do the will of God because of our fear of going to Hell, rather than a desire for heaven. We perform our service before God, yet when it is over, we do not feel any different than before we arrived.


HAVE YOU LEFT YOUR FIRST LOVE?








VI	THE EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE (v. 5)


Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.


A.	The first thing the Lord says to these brethren is to REMEMBER!


1.	As humans, we forget too soon. We need to stop and remember from whence we came. A song we use to sing had a phrase that went like this:


“Turn back the pages, a memory now and then, show me where you brought me from, and what I could have been.”


2.	Once we remember from whence we came, we will possess a desire to return. We need to be like the prodigal.


Luke 15:17-18   But when he came to himself, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.’”


B.	Once we have remembered, we must then REPENT!


1.	To repent means that we turn from what we are doing and go in a different direction. Hence we return to our first love.


2.	We must change our attitudes. Our attitudes make us what we are.


Proverbs 23:7   For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…


3.	Whenever we think of sin as it really is, then we will be willing to repent.


C.	Lastly, Christ commands that we return and DO THE FIRST WORKS!


1.	They were not to physically alter what they were doing, only their attitude. They were to rekindle that flame of desire and love for the things of God.


2.	Without love as our motivator, we are nothing. 


1 Corinthians 13:1-3   Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.


�
3.	It is our love for Christ that prompts us to do His will.


1 John 2:3-6   Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.


1 John 5:2-3   By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.


4.	Just doing the commands is not enough, we must do them out of love.


Galatians 5:6   For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.








VII	A GRAVE WARNING FROM CHRIST (v. 5b)


Or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent.


A.	If they continued in their condition, and failed to repent, then Christ would remove the light and life of that congregation.


B.	We can reach a point where God will remove from us our spiritual life and we then become spiritually dead. We do not want such to happen in our lives.








VIII	THE WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO THOSE WHO WILL REPENT (v. 7)


He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.


A.	Two things are here commanded:


1.	To hear the words of the Spirit, or this letter.


2.	To overcome their condition.


B.	To those who would be able to overcome there awaited them a great blessing: to be able to eat of the tree of life.


1.	This is the final reward to those who are faithful, and it is not in this world.


Revelation 22:2   In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.


2.	This should be the goal of the Christian. Whenever this goal is removed from our lives, we have lost our first love. When we repent, then we shall have returned to our first goal and love: Heaven.








CONCLUSION:


From this letter we have learned that we can be doctrinally sound, but still be lost. We must maintain that desire for our first love throughout our lives. We too, must heed this message of the Spirit.
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