PERGAMUM:


THE COMPROMISING CHURCH


Rev. 2:12-17


“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword:13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.”








INTRODUCTION:


A.	When we study the seven churches of Asia we are in reality studying the Church of today. Each of these churches presents a different situation, and a statement from the Lord. By examining the individual situation in these churches, we today, will be better able to live the life that the Lord requires.


B.	When we examine the church of Pergamum, we learn the vital lesson of religious compromise. The lesson we should learn is that, as Christians, we should never compromise our faith. We should not extend fellowship to those who oppose the faith of Christ. We should stop false doctrine, and expose such false doctrines. If not, then we shall suffer the fate of the church of Pergamum.








I	THE CITY OF PERGAMUM


A.	Pergamum was located about 30 miles north of Smyrna. It was an inland city. It was one of the oldest cities of Asia, and today it is known as Bergamah, or Bergama. Many of its ancient ruins can still be seen today, including one known as the Hospital.


B.	Pergamum was known for many interesting things:


1.	It was the birth place of Galen, who next to Hippocrates, according to Trench, was the most illustrious physician of the ancient world.


2.	It was the home of the second largest library in the world. Alexandria, Egypt had the largest library. Anthony gave this library to Cleopatra, who added the 200,000 volumes to the library at Alexandria.


3.	The writing material called parchment was invented at Pergamum. This city gave the name parchment to this new writing material. It was invented when Egypt refused to supply papyrus for book making.


4.	It was called the royal city of Asia. It also served as the political capital of the province for more than two centuries. It later willed itself to Rome in 133 BC.


B.	Pergamum was known for its religious centers.


1.	There were three distinct types of pagan religions in this city:


a.	Popular Asiatic


b.	Cultured Greek


c.	Official Roman or emperor worship. This was more political than religious.


2.	Asclepius was one of the more important gods whose temple was located at Pergamum. This was the god of medicine and cures. Asclepius’ symbol was that of a snake curled around a staff. Our medical symbol was fashioned after that of Asclepius. He was also called “saviour.”


3.	There were temples to the goddess Roma, and another to Augusts Caesar by the year 29 BC. Others would come later. Pergamum was the first place outside of Rome to worship Caesar as a god. His official temple was located in this city.


4.	The religious practices of the various temples were filled with riotous activities and every known vice.








II	CHRIST GIVES A PROPER DESCRIPTION OF HIMSELF - v. 12


These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword. (v. 12b)


A.	Christ pictures himself as having a two edged sword. We can find a similar description in chapter one.


Revelation 1:16   … out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword…


B.	The two edged sword represents God’s Word as the power and authority of Christ.


Hebrews 4:12   For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


C.	The power of Rome was the sword. Christ is letting the church at Pergamum know that He, not Rome, possessed the sword of power and authority. Christ must be dealt with first and foremost, not Rome.








III	THE WORDS OF COMMENDATION v. 13


Revelation 2:13   “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.”


A.	I KNOW THY WORKS: The common thread that goes throughout these letters. Christ knows, personally, our works. He will always recognize the things that we do for His cause.


B.	WHERE YOU DWELL, WHERE SATAN’S THRONE IS:


1.	Christ knew the condition of the city of Pergamum, and that its center of various religious cults was the seat of all manner of evil and godlessness.


2.	The symbol of Asclepius was known to be a symbol of Satan. Surely, Satan was well worshipped in this city with all of its false gods.


3.	This was the place where Satan’s throne existed. The religious practices of this city were in honor of Satan and all evil practices. It was his throne.


C.	AND YOU HOLD FAST TO MY NAME, AND DID NOT DENY MY FAITH.


1.	Living under such circumstances, these brethren had not denied the name of their Lord. They had held to His name. If not, then they knew that they would be rejected.


Matthew 10:32-33   “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.”


2.	Considering that Emperor worship was practiced in this city, this reflects the great spiritual strength of these brethren. Under Emperor worship, the emperor was considered to be Savior, Lord and Master. These brethren refused to accept this, acknowledging that Christ was the only Savior, Lord and Master.


3.	These brethren had not denied the faith or the system of doctrine found in Christ.


4.	These brethren had refused to change their faith in Christ or His word. As far as the faith was concerned, they stood by it as they did the name of Christ.


D.	EVEN IN THE DAYS IN WHICH ANTIPAS WAS MY FAITHFUL MARTYR, WHO WAS KILLED AMONG YOU, WHERE SATAN DWELLS 


1.	We know nothing about this man other than this statement.


2.	What we do know, is that he was martyred. From the text, it is assumed that he would not deny Christ nor His doctrine.


E.	As Christians, we will face some form of persecution. As long as there is evil, there will be persecution of those who are righteous and who refuse to yield to evil. If we are loyal to Christ, we shall suffer persecution.


2 Timothy 3:12   Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.


Acts 14:22   Strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”


1.	Satan seeks to devour the saints, and will use all of his powers to destroy those who call upon the name of their Lord.


2.	To resist Satan’s assaults, we must remain faithful to the commands of our Lord. Our loyalty to Him will keep our souls.


Romans 16:19-20   For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.20 And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.








IV	THE WORDS OF CONDEMNATION v. 14-15


Revelation 2:14-15   “But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.”


A.	Christ had a few things against these brethren.


1.	Although these brethren had not denied the name of their Lord, nor His doctrine, they stood guilty before their Lord. Christ had a few things against them.


2.	The major thing that Christ had against these brethren was their compromising attitude. They had compromised the faith. They were openly in fellowship with those who either believed or practiced false doctrines. 


3.	What do we mean by COMPROMISE?


a.	The American College Dictionary, 1966 edition, page 248: “a settlement of differences by mutual concessions; an adjustment of conflicting claims, principles, etc., by yielding a part of each; arbitration.” Compromise is often used in the political arena.


b.	Whenever a Christian compromises their faith, they must give up some points where there exist contention: They give over to error, or accept error.


�
c.	As Christians, we should never compromise truth.


Proverbs 23:23   Buy the truth, and do not sell it…


d.	When we compromise truth, with error, we have sold the truth. We have weakened the power of God’s Word in the face of error. We lose respect from those with whom we had previously opposed as being in error.


B.	The source of their compromise was with those who held to the doctrine of Balaam.


1.	First, we must acknowledge that the whole congregation had not accepted the doctrine of Balaam. There were, however, those within the congregation, who either practiced or tolerated those who practiced this doctrine.


2.	This is not implying that there were those who differed with the doctrine of Christ, rather they wanted the best of both worlds. They wanted Christianity, but they also, for whatever reason, wanted to defend those who practiced false doctrine.


3.	The congregation had continual fellowship with such individuals. They had failed to exercise proper discipline. They were in a state of religious compromise.


4.	Those who held to the doctrine of Balaam, were those who were Christians, however, for one reason or another had yielded to the pressures around them to engage in pagan practices. They thought that it did not hurt to co-join such pagan practices with Christianity. They were compromising their faith. Some contented that there was nothing wrong with such activities, and would defend those who practiced such things. In short, there were those within this congregation who either practiced or upheld those who did practice pagan worship.


5.	They were having fellowship with works of darkness.


Ephesians 5:11   And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.


6.	The church should have been practicing discipline according to the commands of the scriptures.


1 Corinthians 5:7-13   Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people.10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world.11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.”


a.	We are not to permit leaven (sin) to remain in the church. If it remains, its corrupting force will destroy the whole.


b.	Paul’s direction is to “anyone named a brother.” We cannot avoid those in the world, but we have direction regarding those in the fellowship.


c.	We are not to keep company (Thayer, p. 601: “to keep company with, be intimate with”). We are not to extend to such the common courtesies of Christian fellowship. We are not to even eat with them.


d.	Those who are: sexually immoral, covetous, idolater, reviler, drunkard, or extortioner.


2 John 9-11   Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him;11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.


(1)	If one does not hold to the doctrine of Christ, then we cannot extend to them fellowship.


(2)	If we bid them God speed, we have partaken in their evil deeds or doctrine.


7.	By compromising with those in error, we have given our silent approval to their false doctrine, their sins, and to every evil deed they do. We stand guilty before God.


Romans 1:32   Who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.


C.	What is the doctrine of Balaam?


1.	Who was Balaam? We can read of the account of Balaam in Numbers 22-25. Balak wanted Balaam to curse Israel, but he could only bless Israel. In Num. 31:16, Balaam gave counsel to Balak on how to destroy Israel. In brief, it was compromise. They got the children of Israel to marry their sons and daughters, and then to turn to their gods.


2.	Balaam loved the wages of unrighteousness.


2 Peter 2:15   They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.


3.	The doctrine of Balaam consist of three things:


a.	The casting of a stumbling block before brethren.


(1)	The word “stumbling block” literally means the trigger of a trap, when the bait is taken, the trap is sprung, and the victim is hopelessly ensnared.


(2)	Balaam instructed Balak to send down his daughters into the camp of Israel, thus creating a fellowship which God had forbidden. This was the bait for the trap. (Num. 25:1-3)


(3)	The trap was sprung when the children of Israel began to worship the idols and participate in such activities.


(4)	There were those in the church at Pergamum, whether conscious or unconscious of the fact, that were casting a stumbling block before the church.


Romans 16:17   Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.


(5)	Whenever there is compromise with false doctrine, fellowship with darkness, and yielding to outside pressures, the bait of compromise has been taken, and the end will be ruin and destruction.


b.	The eating of things offered in sacrifice to idols.


(1)	This is not the same thing as discussed in 1 Cor. 8 or Rom. 14. In these texts we have the eating of meat which had been offered to idols, not a participation in the sacrifice.


(2)	Because of compromise, regardless of the reason, brethren had participated in some manner with the religious activities of the temples in Pergamum.


(a)	Religious pressure to worship the emperor: Just do this one little thing, it will not hurt this one time.


(b)	Offering a small portion of a ritual to one of the idols, just to keep people from knowing that you are not opposed to such.


(3)	In their compromise, they felt that such activities would not really hurt. However, the compromising of their faith put the stamp of approval upon whatever sinful practice they participated in.


c.	The committing of fornication.


(1)	There is no reason to believe that this was anything other than the actual act of fornication.


(2)	In most pagan and idol ceremonies, the key act of worship was fornication. Even today, in the cults of Satan, and other such cults, this practice still continues.


(3)	The scriptures forbid fornication in any form.


Ephesians 5:3   But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints.


D.	There were those who also held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.


1.	This doctrine taught that if the spirit was clean, then the flesh could not do anything to hurt the spirit.


2.	The church at Ephesus hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans, but the church at Pergamum accepted or compromised such doctrines.


3.	The Lord hates this doctrine.


E.	How do we compromise today? There are many different ways, and we could not examine them all in such a lesson as this. We shall examine two popular compromises of our day.


1.	The compromise that we make on our jobs.


a.	Some will compromise Lord’s Day worship to work on Sunday.


b.	Some will compromise on the job basic Christian principles of truth and honesty.


2.	The compromise with false doctrines.


a.	When we will accept someone who should have been disciplined.


b.	Whenever we tolerate false doctrines to be taught from our pulpits.


c.	Whenever we compromise doctrine, it will not be long before we embrace that doctrine.


F.	Whenever a Christian or a congregation accepts and practices compromise with their faith or doctrine, they are attempting to serve two masters.


Matthew 6:24   “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”








V	THE CALL FOR ACTION AND THE REWARD FOR SUCH ACTION vs. 16-17


Revelation 2:16-17   “Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.”


A.	Christ calls upon them to repent or face a fight with Him.


1.	Jesus cannot tolerate the sin of compromise. He commands that this congregation repent of their sin.


2.	There were two that needed to repent.


a.	The whole congregation. Although there were some who did not deny the name or doctrine, yet they did compromise with those who fellowshipped error.


b.	Those who were in error, or actually did the compromising of their faith.


3.	They were to be like Simon and pray for forgiveness.


Acts 8:22   “Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.”


4.	If they failed to repent, then Christ would bring quick judgment upon those who failed to repent.


5.	That judgment was to be by the “sword of my mouth.” This would be by His Word. It will be the words of Jesus that will judge us in the last day.


John 12:48   “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”


B.	For those who would overcome, there was the promise of hidden manna.


1.	Those who overcome are those who did not compromise or who repented of their compromise.


2.	Manna was the food given to Israel in their wilderness journey. A portion of that manna was placed in the ark of the covenant, which was in the Most Holy Place. In this way it was called “hidden manna.”


3.	Christ is our manna. If we take His word, then we have partaken of that manna which comes from above.


John 6:35   And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”


John 6:63   “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.”


4.	The real blessing here is that those who do not compromise or who have repented of their compromise, would know more of the riches and blessings of the heavenly reward. Such would be hidden to those who continued in their compromise.


C.	And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receives it.


1.	The word “stone” means a small pebble. It was white, which meant that it was a judgment stone. Often, during those days, judgment was determined by a collection of stones. A black stone meant condemnation, whereas a white stone meant acquittal.


2.	Paul used this same word.


Acts 26:10   “This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them.”


3.	In short, if we overcome, Jesus Christ will cast us the stone of acquittal on the day of judgment.


4.	The new name is simply our name, with the addition that we are redeemed. If one had been acquitted of a crime, then they were given a white stone with their name engraved thereon, so they could show that they had been acquitted. Because you are the one being judged, you will know the fact of how the judgment goes when you receive your white stone with your name written thereon.








CONCLUSION


	In conclusion, we have learned that we cannot practice religious compromise and remain faithful to God. We must, in all aspects, keep ourselves pure in faith and doctrine. If you have then compromised in your life, you then must repent and overcome, then these blessings shall be given unto you.
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