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WHOM DOES GOD ACCEPT?

Acts 10:34-35 (NKJV)

Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”

INTRODUCTION:

A.
What must I do to be saved? This is a question asked by all true seekers of salvation. They want to know what God requires of them for their salvation.

B.
If we can learn what God expects of us in order to be accepted by Him, then we can receive salvation. For if we are accepted of Him, then we are in a saved condition.

C.
The question before us, today, is “WHOM DOES GOD ACCEPT?” If we can find the answer to this question, then we shall be able to know whom God accepts. We then can become accepted by God.

I
GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS – SHOWS NOT PARTIALITY

A.
Before Peter could preach to Cornelius, a Gentile, he had to learn that God is no respecter of persons. This was taught to him by the vision of Acts 10:9-18. When Peter arrived at the house of Cornelius, he summed up his vision in the following words.

Acts 10:28   Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.”

B.
This was in the eternal purpose of God throughout the ages.

1.
Isaiah declared this in his prophecy of salvation.

Isaiah 2:2-3   Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the Lord’s house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it.3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

2.
God warned Israel that if they were not faithful to Him, then He would turn to the Gentiles.

Deuteronomy 32:21 …But I will provoke them to jealousy by those who are not a nation; I will move them to anger by a foolish nation.

3.
This was the message of the prophets.

Hosea 2:23   …Then I will say to those who were not My people, “You are My people!” And they shall say, “You are my God!”

C.
God no longer recognizes the physical nation of Israel over other nations.

1.
Christ emphasized this concept.

John 10:16   And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

2.
The God of Israel was not just a God to the physical nation of Israel. He is the God of Spiritual Israel.

a.
All that are of Israel, physically, are not spiritual Israel.

Romans 9:6-8    But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel,7 nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In Isaac your seed shall be called.”8 That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed.

b.
Christ was the promised seed of Abraham.

Galatians 3:16   Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ.

c.
Other texts that support this concept are:

Gal. 3:26-29

Eph. 2:10-22

D.
When Christ gave the Great Commission, he sent the disciples to all the world.

Matthew 28:19   Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Mark 16:15   And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

II
WHOEVER FEARS HIM

A.
This is the first condition presented by Peter for acceptance by God. This is one of the conditions necessary for being accepted by God.

B.
The word “fear” means “reverential obedience” according to Thayer, p. 656.

C.
This has always been a requirement for acceptance by God. If we call upon His name, we must possess this type of fear, or obedience. The book of Deuteronomy is filled with expressions that require obedience from God’s people before they can be accepted by Him.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2  Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you.2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.

Deuteronomy 5:32   Therefore you shall be careful to do as the Lord your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

D.
Abraham is a good example of this type of obedience.

1.
When God called upon Abraham to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice, this put Abraham’s faith to its greatest test. Still, it required of Abraham to be faithful. This account is found in Gen. 22.

Genesis 22:12   And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

Genesis 22:18   “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”

2.
As a result of this faithful act, God blessed Abraham. Consider for a moment what might have happened if he had not been obedient?

3.
Are we any different than Abraham? If we are or the seed of Abraham, then we should also obey like Abraham.

E.
Obedience appears in the New Testament many times as a requirement of the disciples of Christ.

1.
A general statement to the Apostles and all who follow Christ.

John 14:15   If you love Me, keep My commandments.

2.
A part of the Great commission.

Matthew 28:20   Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

3.
Obedience is an expression of our love towards God.

1 John 5:3   For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.

1 John 2:3-6   Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

4.
Obedience shows the character of the believer.

2 Corinthians 10:5-6  Casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,6 and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

5.
Obedience is necessary to be able to call upon the name of the Lord.

Matthew 7:21-23    Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 Many will say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name”’23 And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”

6.
If we do not obey Him, then we face His wrath in judgment.

2 Thessalonians 1:8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

F.
Our obedience must be out of reverence and love for God. This is truly “reverential obedience” or “fearing” Him. This is the same fear that we have shown to our earthly fathers.

Philemon 8-9   Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ to command you what is fitting,9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—being such a one as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ—

Ecclesiastes 12:13   Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.

III
AND WORKS RIGHTEOUSNESS

A.
This is the second condition presented by Peter for acceptance by God. This condition must also be met before we can be accepted by God. Men, however, have rejected this condition.

B.
The word “works” means “to exercise, perform, commit.” according to Thayer, p. 247.

1.
The same word “works” is found in the following text.

John 6:28-29   Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”

2.
In this condition, we learn that we must perform righteousness. Or, we must do righteousness.

C.
The word “righteousness” means that which is right or just. As used in this text, it means we must do what is right or just. If so, then we are righteous or just.

D.
Righteousness is a legal term. As it was used in the time of Christ, it meant that a person was acquitted of any wrongs that they were guilty of committing. It was as if they had never committed those wrongs.

E.
The world cannot come to grips with these two words being combined in one condition for salvation. It is supposed that we can do nothing to earn righteousness. We agree. But, to perform righteousness is different than earning righteousness. When we perform righteousness we are not earning it, we are simply fulfilling a part of God’s requirements for our salvation.

1.
Many take the text from Isaiah. 64:6 and make a broad statement regarding our righteousness.

Isaiah 64:6   But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.

This verse is talking about the things that we do, of our own nature, to be righteous. This is not talking about what God has commanded. There is a big difference between what I deem to be righteous and what God has commanded. God’s commandments are righteousness. Therefore, this righteousness is not mine but what God bestows on me. 

2.
Our righteousness is accomplished when we obey God’s commands.

Deuteronomy 6:25   Then it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these commandments before the Lord our God, as He has commanded us.

3.
God’s commandments are truth and righteousness.

Psalm 119:151  … And all Your commandments are truth.

Psalm 119:172   … For all Your commandments are righteousness.

4.
If we perform or do righteousness, then we are born of him.

1 John 2:29   If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.

F.
Abraham is our example. Because Abraham obeyed the commands of God, God then placed his obedience on his account for righteousness.

1.
Because Abraham believed in the promises of God and was willing to obey God’s commands, God put that obedience to the account of Abraham.

Genesis 15:6   And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

Romans 4:3   For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

2.
The word for righteousness in these verses is the same as used in our text.

3.
We must stress that Abraham’s righteousness, and the blessings that came as a result of his righteousness, was a result of his obedience.

Genesis 18:19   For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice, that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.

Genesis 26:4-5   And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed;5 because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.

G.
To be righteous, we must obey the commands of God, or we must work (perform) righteousness. This righteousness is the commands of God which He has given to us to obey. We obey these commands, then we become righteous or justified. This is accomplished by the terms specified by God.

H.
Some will object to all that we have said thus far. They will claim that none could be righteous by the law. What do the scriptures teach? There were some who were blameless:

1.
Zacharias and Elisabeth:

Luke 1:6   And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

2.
Paul possessed righteousness:

Philippians 3:4-6   Though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so:5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

I.
We must be as Paul, who, when he learned that his own righteousness was incomplete, gave up all that he might have the righteousness that was found in Christ.

Philippians 3:7-9   But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.

VI
WHAT WAS CORNELIUS COMMANDED TO DO?

A.
Now that we have learned what the requirements for acceptance by God consist of, we need to determine what Cornelius was commanded to do.

B.
First, Cornelius and those who had assembled to hear Peter were ready to do whatever Peter gave as the commands of God.

Acts 10:33   “So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”

C.
Peter began to speak unto them the word of God.

Acts 10:43-48   To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered,47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.

D.
This is the way we obtain our righteousness. We obtain it by our obedience to the commands of God.

Romans 6:16-18   Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

CONCLUSION

If you expect to be accepted of God, then you must do the same thing that Cornelius and those of his household did. You first must possess a reverence for God’s word, and be obedient to the commands of God. Once we have obeyed the Gospel, we then must work (perform) those things which become righteousness. God’s plan has never changed. What will you do?

