KNOWING JESUS?


(Text from NKJV)


Gal. 4:8-9   But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. 9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 


1 John 2:3-5   Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 








INTRODUCTION:


A.	There are many, today, who claim that they know Jesus. Yet, do they really understand what they are saying? Do they comprehend the meaning behind this simple statement?


B.	We all need to know Jesus, but what does it really mean to KNOW JESUS or to KNOW GOD?


C.	In this lesson we shall learn what it really means to KNOW JESUS.


1.	We shall learn that just saying you Know Jesus is no indication that you really know Him.


2.	We shall learn that knowing Jesus implies that we have a relationship with Him.


3.	We shall learn that knowing Jesus implies that we have a personal knowledge of Him.


4.	We shall learn that knowing Jesus implies that we are approved by God.


5.	We shall learn that many claim to know Jesus, but they do not have a saving knowledge of Him.








I	WHAT DO THE WORDS FOR KNOW AND KNOWN MEAN?


A.	There are several words translated by our English “know” and “known.” By examining briefly the definitions for these words, we will be better equipped to learn how we can Know Jesus.


1.	GINOSKO (1097): signifies “to be taking in knowledge, to come to know, recognize, understand,” or “to understand completely,” ... In the NT ginosko frequently indicates a relation between the person “knowing” and the object known; in this respect, what is “known” is of value or importance to the one who knows, and hence the establishment of the relationship, e. g., especially of God's “knowledge,” ...<Gal. 4:9>, “to be known of God”; here the “knowing” suggests approval and bears the meaning “to be approved”


a.	There is a RELATIONSHIP that exist between the person knowing and the object known.


b.	There is the KNOWLEDGE or understanding of the thing.


c.	In relation to God, there is the APPROVAL, or being approved by God.


2.	OIDA (1492): from the same root as eidon, “to see,” is a perfect tense with a present meaning, signifying, primarily, “to have seen or perceived”; hence, “to know, to have knowledge of,” whether absolutely, as in divine knowledge, e. g., <Matt. 6:8,32; John 6:6,64; 8:14; 11:42; 13:11; 18:4; 2 Cor. 11:31; 2 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 2:2,9, 13,19; 3:1,8, 15>; or in the case of human “knowledge,” to know from observation, e. g., <1 Thes. 1:4,5; 2:1; 2 Thes. 3:7>.


a.	There are some differences between ginosko and oida.


b.	Ginosko, frequently suggests inception or progress in knowledge, while oida suggests fullness of knowledge.


c.	While ginosko frequently implies an active relation between the one who knows and the person or thing known, oida expresses the fact that the object has simply come within the scope of the knower's perception; thus in <Matt. 7:23> “I never knew you” (ginosko) suggests “I have never been in approving connection with you,” whereas in <25:12>, “I know you not” (oida) suggests “you stand in no relation to Me.”


3.	GNOSIS (1108): primarily “a seeking to know, an inquiry, investigation,” denotes, in the NT, “knowledge,” especially of spiritual truth.


4.	AGNOSIA (56): the negative of ginosko, “ignorance.” (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words) (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers) 


B.	Depending upon the word, and the context where the word is found, we have different meanings for the words “know” and “knowing.” In all the definitions, we do find the common tread of understanding or knowledge of the thing.








II	THERE ARE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF KNOWING JESUS


A.	We have an example of negative knowledge of Jesus, even when there was a knowledge of Him.


Matthew 26:72   But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!” 


1.	The word for “know” is “oida.” Here we find that Peter denies ever having a physical knowledge of the Lord. He declared that he had no knowledge of who or what Jesus was.


2.	This was dangerous for Peter, and for anyone today. To have known who the Lord is, and then to deny any knowledge of Him.


2 Peter 2:20-21   For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 


B.	If we have the proper knowledge of Jesus, then we have the blessing of eternal life.


John 17:3   “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”


1.	The word for “know” is “ginosko.”


2.	To have this eternal life, implies that we have all three associations with what this word means: relationship, knowledge and approval.


C.	The opposite of this blessing is the curse for not knowing the Lord.


2 Thes. 1:8   In flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1.	The word for “know” is “oida” which implies a knowledge from observation. The vengeance of God will be visited upon those who failed to take God into their knowledge. The evidence of His existence is too overwhelming.


Romans 1:18-21   For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 


2.	God's wrath will also be upon those who possess a correct knowledge, yet fail to obey what they know.


D.	One of the saddest things that I can imagine is what Jesus says about those who fail to do His Father's will.


Matthew 7:21-23   “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'”


1.	The word for “knew” is “ginosko.” This implies that Jesus never had been in an approving connection with them.


2.	Sad, indeed, are those who do all these things in the name of Jesus, yet they are not known by Him. Why? Because they did not do the Father's will.


3.	This word implies that there never was any type of relationship between Jesus and those who called upon His name.








III	WE CANNOT KNOW JESUS IF HE DOES NOT KNOW US -- RELATIONSHIP


A.	From our previous text, Matt. 7:21-23, we see that there is more involved in knowing Jesus than just being able to call upon His name. We may know someone's name, yet not really know the person behind the name. I know who Bill Clinton is, but I cannot say that I know the man.


B.	WE CANNOT KNOW GOD IF HE DOES NOT KNOW US. We cannot have a knowing relationship with God if He does not know us. This is the key principal in our knowing Jesus.


Galatians 4:8-9   But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those which by nature are not gods. 9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be in bondage? 


1.	Paul makes a clear distinction between our knowing God, and God knowing us. We cannot know God unless God first knows us.


2.	God has made known to us who and what He is. This was accomplished through the revealing of His word. By the word of God, we then know what He requires of us for our salvation.


1 Corinthians 1:21   For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 


a.	By the wisdom of men, we cannot come to a saving knowledge or relationship with God.


b.	We can learn of God only by the Word that He has revealed. This is accomplished by the means of preaching God's word.


3.	We cannot be known by God and have a relationship with Him if we do not obey what God has commanded.


John 8:54-55   Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God. 55 Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, 'I do not know Him,' I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word”. 


a.	The religious people of that day assumed that they knew God, yet the Lord says that they did not know Him. They failed to possess a proper relationship with God.


b.	Jesus claims to have personal knowledge God. This knowledge is by His divine presence with the Father.


c.	Jesus also states that He knows God and keeps His word. Obedience is an important aspect of knowing God.


�
C.	We can come to a saving relationship with God through our obedience to the Gospel of Christ. 


1.	We have already looked at several verses that teach obedience as a necessary element in our knowing God. By obeying God's commandments, we then acknowledge that we love Him and are willing to enter into that relationship with Him.


2.	We possess this relationship by being in Christ.


Galatians 3:27   For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 


3.	If we are in Christ, then we have become the sons of God.


Romans 8:14-17   For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 


D.	This first aspect of knowing Jesus shows that our relationship to Him comes by our obedience to His will. If we fail to obey His commandments, then we cannot have this relationship.








IV	TO KNOW JESUS WE MUST POSSESS A KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS


A.	After we have come into a relationship with Jesus, we must then develop a knowledge of Jesus. This knowledge can come only by our study and application of His words.


1 John 2:3-5   Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 


1.	The only way that we can show God that we love Him is by doing what He has commanded. When we do His will, not ours, then we have the love of God perfected within us.


2.	Whenever we do what we want, instead of God's will, then we have put God aside and say that we love ourselves more than we love God.


B.	Part of the Christian Graces is our knowledge of Jesus.


2 Peter 1:5-6   But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness. 


1.	The knowledge that Peter speaks of here is a correct understanding of what God's word means.


2.	The more that we know about Jesus the more we are willing to do His will.


3.	The best example is marriage. When we married our spouses, we though that we knew them. Yet, after many years of marriage, our relationship has grown, and through the knowledge that we have of each other, our love has also grown.


C.	We should grow in this knowledge.


2 Peter 3:18   But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. 








�
V	TO KNOW JESUS IMPLIES THAT WE ARE APPROVED OF BY GOD


A.	We are approved of God when we do His will. The texts that we have studied so far show this.


B.	To be approved of God means that we have taken the commands of God and followed them according to the way God has delivered them. We are true and faithful to His commands. We then are approved by Him.


1 Corinthians 11:19   For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized among you. 


1.	How are the approved recognized? They are recognized by the fact that they are willing to do exactly what God has commanded.


2.	The word “approved” has an interesting historical concept. The word is “dokimos” and Donald Barnhouse has an interesting comment about this word:


In the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it today, and no paper money. All money was made from metal, heated until liquid, poured into moulds and allowed to cool. When the coins were cooled, it was necessary to smooth off the uneven edges. The coins were comparatively soft and of course many people shaved them closely. In one century, more than eighty laws were passed in Athens, to stop the practice of shaving down the coins then in circulation. But some money changers were men of integrity, who would accept no counterfeit money. They were men of honour who put only genuine full weighted money into circulation. Such men were called “dokimos” or “approved”.  


C.	The more we study and apply God's word in our life we are approved by Him.


2 Timothy 2:15   Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 








CONCLUSION:


A.	Taking all that we have studied in this lesson, we must conclude that obedience is a key element in our knowing Jesus. If we do not obey Him, we cannot say that we know Him.


B.	If we truly love our Lord, we will be willing to do what He has commanded.


John 14:22-24   Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me.” 
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