THE CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST HOPE


A NEW BODY





1 Cor. 15:35-58 (NKJV)








INTRODUCTION:


A.	The fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians is the greatest chapter on the resurrection and our hope. However, there are those who do not understand how the body could be resurrected. Such is the question that begins this part of the chapter.


1 Corinthians 15:35   But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?” 


B.	To this point Paul has proved that Jesus Christ had died, was buried, and that He had risen from the dead. Now, we see that Paul will address the question regarding the resurrection. Some believed that a resurrection would be impossible. If the body went back to the dust, how would there be a body for the resurrection? This has been debated since the time of the early church.


C.	In this lesson we shall take the words of Paul and learn that the complex subject of the resurrection is explained in terms that we understand. Also, we shall observe that the resurrection is the greatest hope for the Christian.








I	THE RESURRECTION IS SHOWN IN A SIMPLE ILLUSTRATION


A.	The real problem with understanding what the resurrection will be like is with man, not God. With God all things are possible.


Matthew 19:26   But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 


B.	Within each living thing is something called “The Germ of Life.” If we can understand the Germ of Life possesses the possibility of new life, then we can understand the resurrection.


C.	Paul begins with this principle:


1 Corinthians 15:36-37   Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies. 37 And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain -- perhaps wheat or some other grain. 


1.	The process of new life is begun by a death. The seed must die before it can bring forth a new life.


2.	The body that is sown (buried) is not the body that is expected.


3.	After that body dies, then new life comes forth from that which died.


D.	Within each seed is the Germ of Life. We cannot find this Germ of Life, but we know that it exist. We know that it exist because of the power of demonstration. We plant a seed, and from that seed comes new life. We know the process, although we might not understand the how.


Mark 4:26-29     And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, 27 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 


E.	The body (seed) that we plant is not what we expect to see after it springs forth. This law is universal, applying to all things that have the germ of life; even to humankind. An example would be planting a seed of corn. The seed could be old, young, red, white, broken, strong or weak, yet, when this corn seed is planted, what springs forth from that planted seed is different than what we planted. We would not be able to determine which were which, they all look alike, yet are unique.


F.	Jesus spoke of this process regarding His own death. This occurred when Andrew sought after the Lord about some Greeks that wanted to see Jesus.


John 12:23-25   But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life 


G.	The seed that was planted does not remain. When you plant that seed, you can come back after it has sprouted, and you cannot find that seed. Such is the situation with our bodies in the resurrection. Our bodies will be gone. In the resurrection, our old bodies will have given over to the new body.








II	GOD GIVES US OUR NEW BODIES


A.	The body that we receive in the resurrection will be a body that pleases God.


1 Corinthians 15:38   But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its own body. 


B.	We might wonder about the resurrected body and what and how God will provide, yet we fail to realize that God does this every day with the physical world about us.


C.	The key to this text is that God provides the body, and that each seed has its own unique body.


1 Corinthians 15:39   All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds. 


1.	This verse should, for ever, settle the issue of evolution. All physical things are not made from the same thing. That is, all flesh has not come from the same source, or mother.


2.	There is one flesh of men: man is a unique being, not evolved from anything.


3.	There is another flesh of animals. The animal kingdom did not come from man, nor man from the animal.


4.	There is another flesh of fish: manuals did not come from fish as the evolutionist say.


5.	There is another flesh of birds: again, a distinct nature of flesh.


D.	There are even differences between earthly and heavenly bodies.


1 Corinthians 15:40   There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 


1.	By the expression “celestial bodies” we have in mind one of two things:


a.	Heavenly or spiritual being: angels.


b.	The heavenly bodies like the sun, moon and stars.


2.	By the expression “terrestrial bodies” we have in mind the fleshly bodies upon the earth.


3.	Each body is different from the other. Each has its own glory, different from the other. Even the heavenly bodies are different.


1 Corinthians 15:41   There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. 


�
E.	From these verses we can see that Paul shows that there can still be a uniqueness in the resurrected bodies. As each star is different from any other star, so too our resurrected bodies. Another example would be the snow flake - no two snow flakes are ever the same. God is the one who shall provide us our own unique body.








IV	THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR PHYSICAL AND RESURRECTED BODIES


1 Corinthians 15:42-44   So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 


A.	After Paul has established that we are familiar with the principle of the resurrection and the form of the body of the resurrection, he now says: “So also is the resurrection of the dead.” 


1.	The resurrection of the dead will be after the same principle as the sowing of seed and the coming forth of a new body.


2.	Literally, this text is “the resurrection of the dead ones”, or all of the dead in Christ.


B.	Paul now gives some of the analogies of the resurrection of the righteous dead.


1.	Paul speaks of the body as being “sown.” Our bodies are not sown as wheat, but it is buried in a similar fashion.


Romans 6:3-5   Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 


2.	Like the seed that is sown, what is sown is not what is expected to come forth from the sowing.


a.	The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption.


(1)	Corruption - that which is perishing


(2)	Incorruption -- that which is immortal, non perishing


b.	The body is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 


(1)	Dishonor -- in humiliation, rejection


(2)	Glory -- brightness, splendor, radiance


c.	The Body is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 


(1)	Weakness -- frailty, all kinds of weaknesses


(2)	Power -- ability to overcome weakness, strength


C.	Paul now shows that it was sown a natural (physical) body, but will be resurrected as a spiritual (eternal) body. Our resurrected body will be similar to our Lord’s resurrected body.


Philippians 3:20-21   For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 


D.	We possess both a physical and a spiritual body.


2 Corinthians 5:1-8   For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.








V	THE FIRST AND SECOND ADAM


A.	Verse 45 is a partial quote from Gen. 2:7.


1 Corinthians 15:45   And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 


Genesis 2:7   And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 


B.	1 Corinthians 15:46   However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 


1.	Paul notes that the spiritual man is not first, but the natural or physical. We are first a physical being, not a spiritual being.


2.	After this physical gives way, or dies, then we can become the spiritual man.


3.	By using Adam as our example, we can see that the pattern was established. We are first made physical, then we shall become spiritual. Because there was a first, there must also be a last. Both have reference to Adam the man. We do not have a picture of the first man being Adam, and the second man being Christ.


4.	If this had reference to Christ, then we have a serious contradiction.


a.	Christ was first spiritual, not physical. 


b.	Christ became a man, or physical, then he again became spiritual.


c.	If this applied to Christ, then Christ was a created being, which is a contradiction of scripture.


C.	The last Adam is said to have become spiritual. The use of the word “last” means the final end, or state of Adam.


1.	A living Soul -- the first Adam was a soul (Gen. 2:7) with life, but not life eternal. It was a life that had to be continued, or maintained. This is from two words: soul and living.


2.	A life giving (quicking, KJV) Spirit -- the final state of Adam would be a live giving spirit. The word “life giving” means: “of the spirit, quickening as respects the spirit, endued with new and greater powers of life.” The last Adam would, then, possess eternal life.


Romans 8:11   But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 


1 Corinthians 15:22   For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 


D.	1 Corinthians 15:47   The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. 


1.	The word Lord cannot be found in the most reliable texts. Most feel that it was added because of prevailing doctrine that said that Christ was the second Adam. The literal translation of the Greek text is: THE FIRST MAN OUT OF EARTH EARTHLY, THE SECOND MAN OF HEAVEN.


2.	To better understand this text, we need to again review what Paul says in 2 Cor. 5:1-8.


a.	Paul was alive at the time, thus in the physical body.


b.	Paul knew that he had a body that was not physical.


c.	Paul knew that this spiritual body was in heaven.


d.	If Paul had a mortal, physical body, and a spiritual body in heaven, then this fits what he says in this text.


3.	The first body that Adam possessed was made from the earth, thus earthly and physical. The second Adam will have a spiritual body, which is heavenly.


F.	Examination of the Chart.


1.	Man is a three part being, or we have three things that make us what we are:


1 Thessalonians 5:23   Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


2.	The First Man -- Adam:


a.	Body: Genesis 2:7   And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, ...


b.	Spirit: ...and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; ... (literally the breath of lives: a physical and a spiritual life).


c.	Soul: ... and man became a living being. (cf. v. 45)


3.	Because of sin, man died:


Romans 5:12     Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned -- 


a.	Body: Ecclesiastes 12:7   Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, ...


b.	Spirit: ... And the spirit will return to God who gave it. 


c.	Soul: Man then ceased being a living creature.


4.	Afterwards -- the Spiritual:


a.	Body: (vs. 50-57)


b.	Spirit: 1 Thessalonians 4:14   For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 


c.	Living Spirit:


John 5:28-29   “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth -- those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 


G.	The greatest hope that we have as Christians is that we shall bear the image of the heavenly.


1 Corinthians 15:48-49   As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. 





VI	THE TRIUMPH OF THE CHRISTIAN IS IN THE RESURRECTION


1 Corinthians 15:50-57   Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed -- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


CONCLUSION


We have seen what the hope of the Christian will be, but what about the unrighteous? They too shall have a body that will live eternally. That body, however, will live eternally in hell and in torments. Knowing what we do about the scriptures, what shall our eternal home be? Do you have any hope?


But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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From the Muskogee Phoenix and Times Democrat, March 26, 1980


HIGHER AND HIGHER


	Don’t say inflation isn’t doing anything for you. It’s raising your net worth -- physically.


	Thanks to the soaring prices of metals and minerals, those that compose the human body are currently up 643 per cent from 10 years ago. Back then, the average individual would have gone for 98 cents on the commodities market.


	But according to the calculations of Dr. Harry Mosen of the University of Illinois College of Medicine, as reported by Health Insurance Institute, we are all much more valuable properties now.


	So the next time anyone says you are good for nothing, promptly inform him it is not so.


	According to Mosen, you are worth $ 7.28.





WHAT IS MAN CHEMICALLY?


	In man, there is enough sulfur to rid one dog of its fleas, enough fat for six bars of soap, enough phosphorus for twenty boxes of matches, enough potassium to explode a toy cannon, enough lime to white wash one chicken coop, enough iron for a six penny nail, enough sugar to sweeten ten cups of coffee and enough water to fill one bathtub. When the material just cited was first given in 1936, it was concluded that, chemically speaking, man was worth ninety-eight cents. About 1970, a Northwestern University biochemist said that because of inflation the value of a human body’s chemical content had risen to $ 3.50. Since we are now living in 1977 and the inflationary spiral has continued, let us add another fifty cents to the body’s value an conclude that man is worth $ 4.00.


	We spend $ 40,000 to erect a house in which $ 4.00 bodies reside. We pay $ 6,000 for a car to carry a $ 4.00 person. We spend $ 150 for a suit to clothe two seventy cent arms and two seventy cent legs. We pay $ 30 for a pair of shoes to wear on two ten cent feet. We are out $ 40 for a hat to cover a nickel head! We place a $ 175 engagement ring on a half cent finger and a $ 50 watch on a three cent wrist. Does this mean a suit carries thirty-seven times more value than a man? Is a car worth 1500 people? Is a pair of shoes more important than seven men and women? Would you trade five children and five grandchildren for one hat? Is a man’s belt equal in value to a husband and wife? Would you sell a mate or parent for $ 4? It is quite obvious that the value of man has not been fully probed looking at him only from a chemical content viewpoint.
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